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Hello and welcome to the Ile de la Cité!

My name is Hector and I am there to guide you in this 
adventure. With me, you will never be lost …
The Ile de la Cité is an island situated on the Seine, right in the 
heart of the capital. It is considered as the cradle of the city of 
Paris, which was then called Lutetia.

From the Pont-Neuf to the Notre-Dame de Paris cathedral, 
you will trace back the steps of kings, important characters or 
simple inhabitants of the island since the Middle Ages.

Be curious, considers good around you and you can solve all 
the riddles which I propose you.

To you to play now! 

L’île de la Cité

L’ÎLE DE LA CITÉ
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This bridge is called Pont-Neuf (New Bridge) even though it is the eldest bridge in Paris!  
 
It was built in 1607, that is to say 410 years ago. This bridge is obviously not that new... So why is it 
called that way? The reason is that it is the first bridge of Paris on which not a single house was built. 
It was also the first bridge to have pavements to protect pedestrians from the traffic of horse-drawn 
carriages. At the time, these ideas were new... neuf… there is the origin of its name.

Before the construction of the Pont-Neuf, the bridges of Paris used to look like this:

There were houses and shops on several levels! So much that Parisians could not see the Seine 
when they crossed the bridges of the capital. 

Did you notice the semicircles all along the bridge and their stone benches? In the old times, 
there used to be stone shops like this one:

All sorts of items were sold there such as 
matchsticks, ink, flowers, oranges and le-
mons, which were very rare and expensive 
fruits... 

There was even a tooth puller! 

The Pont-Neuf has been restored 
and fortified several times since its 
construction, but today it still looks like it 
used to. 
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The equestrian statue of King Henry IV

At the beginning of the 1600s, in the 17th 
century, there were no newspapers nor 
televisions. Parisians had never seen the 
king, and had no idea what his face and 
general appearance looked like.
The statue of King Henry IV was very 
important as it was the first time the 
statue of a king was displayed in the 
street!

Yet, the story of this statue does not stop there. 

During the French Revolution, the statue, which was made 
of bronze, was dismantled and melted to built cannons. It 
means that the statue you are looking at is a copy. In 2005, 
while it had to be disassembled to be restored, it revealed 
a surprise! A treasure was found inside: parchments, 
medals... Parisians had walked by this treasure for all 
these years without even knowing it.

On each side of the statue, on the pedestal, two  
bas-reliefs tell an episode of King Henry IV’s story.

Look at the left one carefully. It represents King  
Henry IV distributing bread to starving Parisians after  
the long siege of 1590.

An equestrian statue  
represents a character, often an  
important one, riding a horse. 

Henry IV comes in Paris after 5 war years. A man gives him the keys of the city. 

Look at the bas-relief on the right. Which piece of the puzzle is the leftover piece?

Henry IV distribute bread to the starved Parisians after the long siege of 1590.  

1 st 
puzzle  

A bas-relief is a type of sculpture. 
The pattern represented slightly 
stands out from the background. 
In fact, the material is carved 
around the pattern so that it  

stands out from the rest.  
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