
From the Louvre Palace 
to the concord square
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Hello and welcome!

My name is Hector and I’m here to guide you through the 
discovery of this vast place going from the Louvre to the 
Place de la Concorde (Concorde Square).

You are going to discover places that tourists from all the 
world come to visit. But you’re not only going for a walk, 
you’ll have to solve puzzles. Be curious and look closely 
around you. You’ll be offered your Circuits Parallèles 
adventurer’s certificate at the end.

It’s up to you now! 

from the louvre
to the concord square

LOUVRE PALACE

CONCORD PLACE
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It was not easy to bring them to Paris! Imagine the journey. The obelisk had to be dismantled without 
being broken but it was one single block of 230 tons (almost the weight of 2 blue whales) and 23 
metres high. Then, it had to sail down the Nile, cross the Mediterranean and reach Le Havre by the 
Atlantic Ocean. From there, it had to sail up the Seine to finally arrive in Paris. 

In order to do so, a special boat and two new machines (one to dismantle the obelisk and the other 
to straighten it up) were built. What an adventure! Only one of the two obelisks made that journey to 
France while the other remained in Egypt where it still keeps the entrance of the temple. 

In 1831, the pasha of Egypt gave to France the two obelisks which marked the entrance of the 
Egyptian temple of Louxor, as a sign of their good relationship.

The Temple of Louxor with its 2 obelisks 

The Temple of Louxor nowadays with only one obelisk   
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Thanks to the cipher grid, find the name of the boat which carried the obelisk and the name of 
its captain. 

The captain of the                is called                                                                   

The captain of the  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   is called  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -                                                                

But there may be a quicker way to discover those names…

9th 
puzzle!  

A B C D E F G H I J K L M 

N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

On each side of the obelisk, you must have noticed the 2 huge fountains, the Fountain of the Seas 
and the Fountain of the Rivers. To distinguish them, here’s a clue: is it possible to water vines with salt 
water?... 

Before leaving the Place de la Concorde, look all around you. You are on one of the most 
beautiful squares in Paris with a view on the most symbolic places of Paris. Stand next to the 
obelisk.

Back to the Tuileries garden (where you came from) are the Champs-Elysées and at the very end is 
the Arc de Triomphe. On your left is the Eiffel Tower which juts out above the trees and on the other 
side is the bridge of the Bourbon Palace. It is the National Assembly, where deputies pass laws. 
Behind the Bourbon Palace, you can see the golden dome of the Hotel des Invalides, originally built 
to welcome wounded officers and soldiers of Louis XIV’s armies. On your right, at the end of the 
street, is the gigantic Church of the Madeleine.

Your exploration ends here. There are still secrets that you will discover some other time.  
But now, you have enough information to solve a last puzzle.

As you can see, the obelisk is covered with numerous drawings; it is a hieroglyphic writing which 
was used by the Egyptians, in the time of Pharaohs. The French scholar Champollion was the one 
who managed to decipher them.
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