
THE ILE DE LA CITÉ



THE TOUR: THE ILE DE LA CITÉ

Lenght: 
the whole day, including the visit of 
the Conciergerie, Sainte-Chapelle 
and Notre-Dame.
Public: all
Means of transport: by foot
Access for persons with reduced 
mobility: for a part of the tour only

Total distance: 3 km – from the Pont-
Neuf underground station to the 
Saint-Michel Notre-Dame RER station
Advice: don’t forget to take your binoculars
Starting point: Le Pont-Neuf (Pont-Neuf 
station, underground line 7 or bus line 
75)

THE PONT-NEUF

NOTRE-DAME 
DE PARIS

THE DAUPHINE SQUARE

THE SAINTE-CHAPELLE

THE CONCIERGERIE



Circuits Parallèles

Walk to rue de Harlay.

 n°28  The Gaubert stationery store 
founded in 1830: an institution...

 n°15  The French actress Simone 
Signoret who lived in this house 
with Yves Montand for a very long 
time used to describe the Dauphine 
Square as “the most peaceful of all 
the provincial squares”.

 n°10  You are in the middle of Paris 
(if we take into account the Boulogne 
and Vincennes woods...).

Behind the chesnut trees which close 
the place, this impressive building 
is the Parisian Palais de Justice. This 
frontage leads to the Harlay hall 
entrance which leads to the Assize 
Court. Because of the Vigipirate 
program (anti-terrorism group), 
the Palais de Justice entry is now 
located at boulevard du Palais main 
entrance. 

Turn left to join the quai de 
l’Horloge and then turn right.

 n° 7  and  n° 3  Look at the 
streetlights. This metallic shaft 
on the side was used to wedge 
the ladder, necessary for the 
maintenance of the gas burners. 
The lighting on and lighting out were 
done with a pole. Only a small dozen 
of these streetlights with those 
support bars are left now.

If you don’t know about this legendary 
couple of the French cinema 
https://youtu.be/_KlAAeI0qOc

https://youtu.be/_KlAAeI0qOc


Circuits Parallèles

The great wall you are walking along 
is the enclosure of the Conciergerie 
prison.

The first tower, built under 
Saint-Louis, is the oldest one 
(the foundations are from the 13th 
century). What is its name? Tour 
Bonbec (Bonbec Tower). This is the 
place where prisoners were tortured 
and eventually confessed their 
crimes, that is why we said they had 
“bon bec” (good beak)!

The next two towers are the Tour 
d’Argent (Silver Tower) on the 
right, the Royal Treasure’s fort, and 
the Tour César (as a memory of the 
Roman presence) on the left.

Finally the last tower, the one 
situated at the corner of the quai de 
l’Horloge and the boulevard du Palais, 
is the Tour de l’Horloge (Clock 
Tower). Originally, this 47 metres 
high square tower built in 1350 was 
a watchtower. In 1370, it housed 
the first and oldest public clock 
in Paris. A silver bell was added the 
following year. 

In 1418, as 
requested by 
the city council, 
an outer dial was added so “Parisians 
can get on with their own business at 
all times of day and night”, since solar 
dials have the major disadvantage of 
not displaying time at night and on 
cloudy days... The two statuettes 
represent Law on the left, and 
Justice on the right. The first Roman 
writing (on the top) says “the one who 
already gave him two crowns will give 
him a third one”, it is an allusion to 
the French and Polish crowns worn 
by Henry III. The second writing 
says “this machine that fairly divides 
hours in twelve parts teaches how to 
protect Justice and defend laws”. The 
last restoration dates back to 2012.




